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Thank you for your email dated 11/06/21 inviting further submissions for the
purpose of the re-determination of an application to develop the former Manston
airfield as an airport. I have previously submitted objections that centred on the
impact noise and pollution would have on local residences and the environment,
which still remain.  However my additional points would be as follows
 
Environmental Harm
The damage caused to the environment by fossil burning fuels is well documented
but generally fall under the broader subjects of carbon emissions and climate
change . A worldwide initiative to greatly reduce and eventually eradicate the use
of fossil fuels is underway, the G7 countries recently having agreed to speed the
cut in carbon emissions by 2030, limiting the global rise in temperatures to 1.5C. 
The UK is presenting itself as a leading player in the climate change challenge,
how then can it justify the development of a new airport anywhere in the country,
let alone one in an area that has a large town at the end of its runway.  Both the
health of local residents and the wider impact on climate will be adversely
impacted by opening Manston as an airport, to argue otherwise is either naïve. 
Ultimately developing Manston as an airport and thereby increasing the usage of
large cargo carrying planes will add to the UK’s carbon emissions and sends the
wrong message to other countries that are being asked to reduce their
dependency on fossil fuels.
 
Need
The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has greatly reduced air traffic causing
large scale unemployment in areas reliant on the countries current airports.  There
is no suggestion that flights will return to pre-Covid levels for years to come if at
all.  Logically there must be excess airport facilities available to the traffic that
River Oak forecast would use the Manston site. Gatwick, Heathrow, Stanstead
and existing regional airports will be more able to adapt to the countries future
cargo carrying needs and have a local trained workforce to call upon.  I have read
that it was thought Brexit would increase the need for airport cargo movements. 
Again I would point to the Government’s commitment to reducing carbon
emissions as the reason cargo movements are unlikely to increase by air
regardless of the impact Brexit may or may not have.  The argument for Manston
airport based on need is not justified in the wider context of existing airport
availability in the country.
 
Thank you for your attention
 
Mr G Ralph
 



 
 
  




